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The Old Homestead

BY MIS8 ALICE CAREY.

‘When first the skies grow warm and bright,
And flash with gold the hours,

And, in her pale, faint robes, the Spring
Is calling up the flowers;

When children, with unslippered feet,
Go forth with hearts of glee,

To the straight and even furrows
Where the yellaw corn must hes

What a beatiful embodiment
Of ease, devoid of pride,

Is the good old-fashioned homestead,
Vith doors still open wide!

But when the happiest time is come,
That to the year belongs,

Of uplands bright with harvest gold,
And meadows full of songs;

When fields of yet unripened corn,
And daily garnering stores,

Remind the thrifty husbandman
Of ampler threshing Noors—

How pleasant, frem the din and dust
Of the thoroughfare aloof,

Seems the old-fashioned homestead,
With steep and mossy roof!

When home the woodman plods, with axe
Upon his shoulder swung,

And in the knotted apple tree
Are scythe and sickle hung;

When light the swallows twitter
*Neath the rafters of the shed,

And the table on the ivied porch
With decent care is spread—

The hearts are lighter and freer
Than beat in the populous town,

In the old-fushioned homestead,
With gables sharp aud brown!

When the flowers of summer perish
In the cold and bitter rain,

And the little birds with weary winga
Have gone acrass the main;

When curls the blue smoke upward
Toward the bluer sky,

And cold along the naked hills
And white the snow-drifts lie—

In legends of love and glory
They forget the cloud and storm,

In the old-fashioned homestead,
With heart-stone ample and warm *

A Tale of Truth.

A REVOLUTIONARY REMINISCENCE.

One pleasant evening in the month
of June, a man was observed entering
the bordeis ofa wood near the Hudson
river; his appearance was that of a per
son above thecommon rank. The inhab-
itants of a country village would have
dignified him with the name of *Squire,
and [rom his manper have prenounced
him proud; but those more accustomed
to society would inform you there was
something like a military air about him,
His horse panted as il it had been push-
ed for some miles, vet from the own-
ers frequent slops to earess the putient
apimal, he would not be charged with
want of humanity, but seemed to be ne-
tuated by some urgent necessity. The
rider’s forsaking a good road for a by.
path leading through the woods, indi-
cnted a desire to avoid the gaze of o-
ther travellers.  He had not lelt the
house where he inquired the direction
of the abuve mentioned pathymore than
two hours, before the quietude of the
place was broken by the noise of dis-
tant thunder. He was soon alter o-
bliged to dismount, traveling becoming
dangerous as darkness concealed sur-
rounding abjects, except where the
lightning’s terrific flash afforded a mo-
mentary view of his situation, A peal
louderand of longer duration thanany
of the preceding, which now burst o-
ver his head seemingas if it would rend
the woods asunder, was quickly fal-
lowed by a heavy fall of rain, which
penetrated the clothing of the stranger,
ere he could obtain the shelter of a
large oak, which stood at a little dis-
tance.

Almost exhausted with the labours of
the day, he was about making such dis-
position of the saddle and over coat, s
would enable him to pass the night
with what comfort circumstances would
admit, when he espied a light glimmer-
ing through the trees. Animated with
the hope of bétter lodgings, he deter-
mined to proceed. The way, which
was steep, became attended with more
obstacles the further he advanced, the
soil being composed of clay, which the
rain had rendeied so soft that his feet
slipped at every step. By the utmost
perseverance, this difficulty was finally
overcome without any accident, and
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in [ront of a decentlaoking furm-house.
The wateh dog began barking, which
brought the ow ner of the mansion to
the door,

“Who is there?” said he.

“A friend who has lost his way, and
is in search of shelter,” was the reply.

“and whatever my house will afford,
vou shall have with welcome.”

“| must first provide for the weary
companion of my journey,” remarked
the other,

But the farmer undertook the task,
and after conducting the new comer in-
to the room where nis wile was seated,
he led the horse to a well-stored bary,
and there provided for him most boun-
tifully, On rejoining the traveler, he
observed, “that’s a noble animal of
yours, sir.”

“Yes,” was the reply, “and I am sor-
ry to be obliged to misuse him, so as
to make it necessary to give you much
trouble with the care of himj but [ have
yet to thank you for your kindness to
both of us."

4] did no more than my daty, sir,”
said the entertainer, “and therefore am
entitled to no thanks, But Susan,” ad-
ded he, turning to the hostess, with a
hulf-reproachful look, “why have you
not got the gentleman something to
eat?”

Fear had prevented the goed woman
from exercising her well known benev-
olence; for a robbery had been com-
mitted by a lawless band of depredators
but a few days before, in the neighbor-
hood, and as report stated the ruflians
were well dressed, herimagination sug-
gested that this man might be one ol
them, '

At her husband’s remonstrance, she
now readily engaged in repairing her
error, by preparing a plentiful repast.
During the meal there was much inte-
resting conversation between the three.
As soon as the worthy countryman
perceived that his guest had satisfied
his appetite, he informed him that it
was now the hour at which the family
usually performed their evening devo-
tion, inviting him to be present. The
“Itwould aflord ine the greatest pleas-
ure to commune with my Heavenly
Preserver; after the events of the day,
such exercises prepare us for the re-
pose which we seek in sleep.”

The host now reached his Bible from
the shelfy and after reading a chapter
and singing, enncluded the whole with
a fervent prayer—then lighting a pine
knot, conducted the persor: he had en-
tertained to his chamber, wishing him
a good night's rest, and retired to an
adjoining apartment,

“John,” whispered the woman, “that
is n good gentleman, and not one of the
highwaymen, as 1 supposed.”

“Yes, Susan,” said he, “I like him
hetter fur thinking of his Ged, than for
ail his kind enquiries after our welfare.
I wish our Peter had been from the ar-
my, if it was only to hear this man talk;
Iam sure Washington himself could
not say more for his country, nor give
a better history of the hardships endu-
red by our brave soldiers.”

“Who knows now,” inquired the
wile, “but it may be he himsell, alter
all, my dear, for they de say he travels
just so all alone, sometimes. Hark!
what's that.”

The sound of a voice cams from the
chamber of the guest, who was now
engaged in his private religious wor-
ship. After thanking the Creator for
his many mercies, and asking a blessing
on the inhabitants of the house, he con-
tinued—%and now, Almighty Father,
ifitis thy holy will that we shall ob-
tain a place and name among the na-
tions of the earth, grant that we may
be enabled to shew our gratitude for
thy goodness, by our endeavers to o-
bey thee. Bless us with wisdom in our

councils, success in battle, and let our
victories be tempered with humanity.
Endow also our enemies with enlight-
ened minds, that they may become sen-

he had the pleasure’ of finding himsell

sible ofinjustice, and willing to restere

“Come m,” added the first speaker,

invitation was necepted in these words: |

our liberty und peace, Grant the pe-
tition of thy servant for the sake of hin
whom thou hast called thy Son; nev-
ertheless, not my will but thine be
done. Amen.”

The next morning, the traveller de-
clining the pressing solicitations te
breakfast with his host, declared it was
necessary for him to cross the river
immediately, at the same time offering
a part of his purse, as a compensation
for the attention he had received, which
was reflused.

“Well, sir,” concluded he, “since you
will not permit me to recompense you
for your trouble, it is but just that 1
should inform youn on whom you have
conferred so many obligations, and al-
so to add to them by requesting vour
assislance in crossing the river. [hnd
been oot vesterday endeavoring to ob-
tuin some information respecting our
, and being nlone, ventured too
far rom our camp; on my return, I was
surprised by a foraging party, and on-
ly escaped by my knowledge of the
roads and the fleetness of my horse.
My name is Grorce WassiNgTON.”

Surprise kept the listner silent for a
moment; then after unsuccessfully re-
peating hisinvitation to partake of some
refreshments, he hastened to call two
negroes, with whose assistance he pla.
ced the horse on a small raft of timber
that was lving near the door, and soon
conveyed the General to the opposite
side, where he left him te pursue his
way to the camp, wishing him a safe
and prosperous journey. On lLis re-
turn to the house, he found that while
he was engaged in making prepara-
tions for conveying the horse across
the river, his illustrious visitor had per-
suaded the woman to accept a taken
of remembrance, which the family are
proud of exhibiting to this day.

enec

in purple and fine linen finds crowds of
worshippers, while honest worth walks
by in homely homespun with none to
pay it the homnge it deserves,

This false and unjust distinction has
been the curse of aristocracy ridden
Europe these many centuries:

Here the evil is just developing its-
el Oh!nip it in the bud! kill it now,
before its roots strike Jeep or its
branches spread. Now it may be des-
troyed, but soon if untouched, ’twill be
indistructable as Canada thistles,

Gaming,

Every amiable propensity in the
heart of man, every endearing tie, eve-
ry sacred pledge, every honorable fee-
ling, are set aside and forgotten, when
gaming takes possession of the human
mind. This is not said at random; it
is the voice of truth and experience,
and has been exemplified in many thou-
sand instances~-and yet the danger is
never seen by the young beginner,—
Many a youth of fair promises enters
upon the career of gaming, more out of
thoughtlesness than viciousness, Not
aware of the fraud with whichthe sys-
tem is inculcated, nor of the train of
bud propensities that unnecessarily en-
ter into the compesition of a gamster,
he steps into the fatal path without in-
tention of pursuing it far, and without
fear of being lost in its labyrinths. But
presently the leprosy seizes him, and
the plague of it overspreads his whole
heart and mind. His love of gaming
increases alike whether he gains or los-
es. It fixes, and as it were, fascinates
his whole attention, so that every thing
else is neglected.

The company he keeps, the language
he hears, the scenes of degredation he
daily witnesses, poisons the sources of

The above is one of the many haz-
ards encountered by this truly great
patriot,for the purpose of transmitting tv
posterity the liberty we enjny. Let us
acknowledge the benefits received, by
our endeavors to preserve them in thir
purity; and by ke¢pingin remembrance
the great source whence these blessings
flow; and be enabled to render our
names worthy of being enrolled with
that of the father of his country.

An Evil Hinted At.

Did any bady ever think to draw in
contrnst the characters, habits, useful-
ness, and real social value of two mor-
tals, the one by profession a Gentleman,
the othe: by trade a Mecuanie? It
is a profitable work; we think, to bring
out strongly, these characteristics, as
existing in the two persons occupying
these relative stations in society, just
to see wherein they differ, and thus fix
an estimate upon the relative value and
importance of each, as regards every

thing that makes Max and Max's
Wonks valuable to himself, to society,

to his country, and to those who are
to come after him.

Weyreckon if this was done faithful-
ly, and withstrict regard to truth, that
vour elegantly dressed and intensely
perfumed “gentleman” would sink into
insignificance, while your stalwart, har-
dv, industrious, hard-fisted and clear
brained Mecuanic, would raise propor-
tionably high in station and estimation.
The embrowned skin and coarse jack-
et would be found to cover more real
worth, than the mostdelicate article or
the finest French broadeloth.

Itis well, sometimes, to keep these
broad distinctions clearly in our view,
for we cannot disguise the unpleasant
fact, thata'fine coat and a gold headed
cane will often enable their worthless
possessors togo where a leathern apron
and an iren sledge would be refused
an entrance,and would find the navi-
gation very difficult indeed. This is
getting to be too much the case in this
country, for the credit of our republi-
can institutions and boasted democrat-
ic character. The young people, es-
pecially, are beginning to a greater ex-
tent than it is comfortable to know, to
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wife made the cloth for them panta-
loons, and I haint worn any other kind
since,”

The only reply Snooks made to this
was-—“] should have thought it would
huve come hard on your suspenders.”

Roads and Road Making,

Professer Gillespie says in his book
on Roads: A straight road aover an un-
even and hilly country may, at first
view, when merely set upon the map,
be pronounced to be a bad road; for
the straightness must have been ob-
tained either by submitting to steep
slopes in ascending the hills and de-
scending into the valleys, or these nat-
ural obstacles must have been over-
come by incurring a great and unne-
cessary expense in making deep cut-
tings and fillings.

A good road should wind around
these hills instead of running over-them,
and this it may olten do without at all
iacreasing its length., For if a hemis.
phere (such as half a bullet) be placed
so us to rest upon its plane base, the
halves of great circles which join two
opposite points of this base are all e-
qual, whether they pass horizontally
or vertically.  Or let an egg be laid
upon a table, and it will be seen that if
a level line be tiaced upon it from ene
end to the ether, it will be no longer
than the line traced between the same
points, but passing over the top. Pre-
cisely so may the curving road arcund
a hill be often no longer than the
straight one over it;for the latter 10ad
is straight only with reference to the
vertical plane which passes through it
and is curved with reference to a hori-
zontal plane; while the former level
road, thongh curved as to the vertical
plane, is straight as to a horizontal one.
Both lines thus curve, as we call the

moral feeling within him.  The jeal-
ousy, the rage, the revenge, incident to
the employment in which he is engaged,
generate, aferocity of temper. He s
lost to all that is good, and prepared
for every thing of evil,  He that by
habits of honest industry might have
gained competent wealth; he thatmight
have been a source of joy and felicity
to an amiable wile, and the father of a
progeny that would have blessed his
memory; he that might have been an
ornament to society, and an honor to
the human family, is at last a vagabond,
as destitute of property as principle—
the grief and shame of his hindred—
despised of the world, and a burden to
himself,

A Tough Story.

Our uncle Ezar is in the habit some
times of “streiching the truth” a little;
a vicious sort of propensity from which
the rest of the family are singularly
free. We heard him tell Snooks a
rather severe tale one day last week,
which we have concluded to give to
the world,

“When 1 lived in Maine," said he, “I
helped break up a new piece of ground;
we got the wood off in the winter, and
arly in the spring we begun to think of
ploughing’ en’t. It was so consarned
rocky that we had to get forty yoke of
oxen to one plough—we did, faith—
and I held that plough for more than a
week—I thought I should die. It e’en
a'most killed me, I swan. Why, one
day I was holdin,’ and the plough hit a
stump, which measured just nine foot
and a half through it—hard and sound
white oak. The plough split it, and 1
was going straight through the stump,
when I happened to think it might snap
together again, so 1 just threw my feet
out, and I had no sooner done this, than
it snapped together, taking a smart hold
of the seat of my pantaloons. Of
eourse, 1 was tight, but 1 held on to the
plough handles, and though the team-
sters did all they could, that team of
eighty oxen could’nt tear my panta-
loons; or cause me to let go my grip. At
last though, after letting the cattle
breathe, they gave another strong pull
together, and the old stump came out
about the quickest; it had monstrous
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long roots too, let me tell you, My

latter one straight in preference only
hecause its vertical curvature is less ap-
parent o our eyes.

The differencein length between a
straight road and one which is slightly
curved is very small. If aread be-
tween two places, ten miles apart,
were nfade to curve so that the eye
could nowhere see further than a quar-
ter of a mile of it at once, its length
would exceed that ofa perfectly straight
road between the same points by only
about one hundred and fifty yards.

But even if the level and curved
roads were very much longer than the
straight and steep one, it would almost
always be better to adopt the former;
for on it a horse could safely and rapid-
ly draw his full load, while on the other
he could carry only part of his load up
the hill, and must diminish his speed in
descending it. As a general rule, the
horizontal length of a road may be ad-
vantageously increased, to avoid an
ascent by atleast twenty times the
perpendicular height which is thus to
be saved; that is, to escape a hill a hun-
dred feet, it would be proper for the
read to make such a circut as would in-
crease its length two thousand feet,—
The mathmatical axiom that “a straight
line is the shortest distance between
two points,” is thus seen to be an un-
safe guide in road making, and less ap-
prepriate than the paradexical proverb,
that “the longest way around is the
shortest way home.”

Facts for Farmers.

God made man an agriculturist, and
while in a state of innocence his first
business was to till the ground. And
in every age of the world, some of the
grealest men have been farmers. And
| rejoice to know that many in our own
time of highly cultivated intellect and
enlarged views, and worldly compe-
tence, are proud to be ranked among
practical farmers, Far better had it
been for the world, had the number been
ten-fold greater., Far better were it
for the present generation, if in the
choice of employment, parents and their
sons would view the subject as these
have done, and let their sons be direct-
ed in their choice to the same wise re-
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crime which are exerting such an inflo-
ence on us, would never have existed.
Many of the temptations to vice would
have been avoided.—Asylum Journal.

Microscopic Wonders,
Upon examining the edge of a very
sharp lancet with a microscope, it will
appear as broad as the back of a knife;
rough, uneven, full of notches and fur-
rows. An exceedingly small needle
resembles a rough iron bar. But the
sting of a Lee, seen through the same
instrument, exhibits every where a
most beautifal polish, without the least
blemish or inequality, and it ends ina
puint too fine to be discerned. The
threadsof a fine lawn seem coarser than
the yarn with which ropes are made
for anchors, Buta silk worm's web
appears perfectly smooth and shining,
and every where equal. ‘The smallest
dot that caun be made with a pen, ap-
pears irregular and uneven. But little
specks on the wings and bodies of in-
sects are found to be most accurately
circular. "The finest miniature paint-
ings appear before the microscope rug-
ged and uneven, entirely void of beau.
ty, either in the drawing or coloring.
The most even and beautiful varnishes
will be found to be mere roughness.
But the nearer we examine the works
of God, even in the least of his produc-
tions, the more sensible shall we be ef
his wisdom and power. Inthe number-
less species of insects, what proportion,
exactness, uniformity, and symmetry
do we perceive in all organs! what
profusion of coloring! nzure, green and
vermillion, gold, silver, pearls, rubies,
and diamonds; fringe and embroidery
on their bodies, wings, heads, and eve-
ry part! how high the finishing, how in-
imitable the polish we every where

behold.
Preparing for an Expected Evil

F'raser,in his history of Persie, relates
that an acquaintance of his, while re-
sidingin a Musselman town, wasalarm-
ed by hearing, in a neighboring house,
a sort of periodical punishment going
on daily. Heavy blows were given,
and a person was continually crying
out, “Amaun! amaun! mercy! mer-
ey! [ have nothing—Heaven is my
witness, 1 have nothing!” Upon in-
quiryy he learned that the sufferer was
a merchant reputed to be very rich,
who afterwards conlessed to him, that
the governor of the place was medi-
tating how he should possess himself of
a share of his wealth, and expecting to
be put te the torture, he had resolved
to habituate himselfto the endurance of
pain, in order to resist the threatened
demands. He had brought himself to
bear a thousand strokes of a stick on
tlie solesof his feet, and as he was able
to counterfeit great exhaustion and ag-
ony, he hoped to be able to bear as
many blows as they would ventare to
inflict, short of death, without conced-
ing any of his money.

Marriage.

Man and wife are equally concerned
to avoid all offences of each other in the
beginning of their conversation; a very
little thing can blast an infant blossom;
and the breath of the South can shake
the little rings of the vine, when first
they begin to curl like the locks of &
new weaned boy; but when by age
and consolidation they stiffen into the
hardness of a stem, and have, by the
warm embrace of the sun and the kis-
ses of heaven, brought ferth their clus-
ters, they can endure the storms of the
North, and the loud noises of a temp-
est, and yet never be broken: so are
the early unionsof an unfixed marriage;
watch and observant, jealous and bosy,
inquisitive and carelul, and aptto take
alarm at every unkind word. After
the hearts of man and wile are endear-
ed and hardened by a mutual confidence
and experience, longer than eartificial
pretence can Jast, there are a great
many remembrances, and some things
present, that dash all little unkindneds

sults. Thus, much of idleness and

in pieces.—Jeremy Taylor, -




